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ABSTRACT - Located on the territory of two neighbouring “lafype regions and approached from
a diachronic perspective, the grazing activity espnts the subject of debate in this article. st f
part of the paper focuses on the amplitude of graziuring the 18 - 20" centuries in the local
economy, of the practiced grazing types and nunolbesheep, the occurrence causal factors and the
impact of grazing upon the economic life are readefThe second part of the article pursues the
present functional significances of grazing, by #malysis of sheep and goats and wool production
dynamics or by the outline of viable alternativég@zing perpetuation.
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INTRODUCTION

One of the oldest agricultural occupations spedti¢che Carpathian — Danube — Black Sea
territory, grazing has left obvious marks in theusture and economic life of human settlements and
in the mentality of the inhabitants. Subjectedie same transformation process, which defined the
entire Romanian society, the grazing activity wasyvmuch limited, the place of transhumance
grazing and sheep flock cycling was taken by sheepding within individual households and by the
shepherds’ readjustment to other occupations.

The purpose of the present study is that of presgtite functional peculiarities of the grazing
activity in the curvature area of the Eastern Céipas, from a diachronic perspective. The focus is
on establishing the present dimensions and impcetahat grazing holds in the life of local
community nowadays. The following objectives ardinead:

- establishing the existing relationships betweenLified of Barsa and the Land of Vrancea, in
terms of grazing migrations;

— outlining the impact that shepherds’ cycling hapemthe local economy;

- determining the grazing elements which were pegtetualong time;

- performance of sheep numbers and of the agricllauguts associated to the two “land”
type regions;

— determining the present functionality of grazingdtie two regions considered as case studies;

— establishing an unitary evolution model of the tteoritorial “land” type units, from the
grazing perspective;

— creating possible perspectives of assertion/peagietuof the grazing in the areas subjected to
study.
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METHODOLOGY

Reduced to an insignificant level, the grazingvégt represents the subject of the present
study, pursuing on the one hand, the existing &itog in the two neighbouring “land”-type regions
(the Land of Barsa Land and the Land of Vrancea), an the other hand, the extent of the grazing
activities in the 18 — 20" centuries and the present decline of this activitye dominant means to
render these differences was that of the comparainalysis. Closely connected to the purpose and
objectives of the article, the study areas weresehdo be the Land of Barsa and the Land of Vrancea
two regions dominated by the symbol of landscapa-aramal relationship. Located at the curvature
of the Carpathian Mountains, the two “land’-typdit#s have experienced over time a continuous
and close inter-conditioning. One of the reasonthefintense exchanges between the two regions is
the transhumance practiced on the estates of thetDve Mountains.

The information found in the literature and durihg fieldwork was related to the processed
data. The interpretation of some reference sourcespported by quantitative statistic information.
For the illustration of the grazing impact upon tleeal economy during the above-mentioned
centuries, the authors start by identifying theetypf grazing practiced in the area, then contlmue
presenting the concrete situation of the animalbemnin the respective time interval and culminate
by highlighting the migration flows of the shepherdror the present situation, the appeal to a
comparative analysis between the beginning of aake¢1990) and the first half of the next decade
(2003), from the point of view of the sheep numblgnamics, as well as from the agricultural
dynamics point of view, illustrated cartographigalill be completed by the outline of the new
dimensions of the grazing activity and by the puiisi of reinvesting in grazing by means of
implementing European finance projects. The erditely makes the transition from the shepherd
migrations in the Land of Béarsa towards/from ttendl of Vrancea to the present “migration” of this
secondary occupation in the inhabitants’ preferenéecusing on the disappearance of traditional
forms of agricultural occupations.

PASTORAL MIGRATIONS AND THEIR IMPACT ON LOCAL ECONO MY

Closely connected from the physical-geographicalfigaration (mountain-plain alternation,
valleys opening, the presence of passes), witlettrepreneurial character of the inhabitants, With
traditional spirit domesticated within the inhabiisi consciousness, grazing has represented one of
the main occupations in the analysed area. Moredber existence of some large pastures, the
privileges that the shepherds in the Eastern Caigpeg had, the opening offered by the existing
infrastructure, the presence of products sale mdr&ee lead to a high concentration of the grazing
centres, spread at the foot of the mountain (Mete, 1924, Diaconu, |., 1930, Opreanu, S., 1930,
Dunare, N., 1972, Constantinescu-MigtieC., 1976, lordache, Gh., 1986, Murgescu, CAB06).

As a result of the analysis of the grazing cycld ahthe cycling of the sheep flocks, there
could be identified the following grazing typologien the territory of the two regions:

— sedentary grazingwith a distribution area focused around the hbakk regardless of the
seasons;

— local agricultural grazing practiced within the limits of the village boum@s (lordache, Gh.,
1986, p. 13), a form of grazing practiced in thvesys: the local grazing, without stalls and
folds, when the flocks of sheep, the cow, horse@gdcerds “spend the night in the village;
the local grazing with shed, but without folds, idgrsummer and local grazing with stall,
shed and fold” (Dudire, N., 1972, pp. 174-181);

— the cycling grazing to the mountainghich presumes a cycling movement of the flocks of
sheep between the mountain where they spent themsuand the plain, where they spent the
winter. This was either a simple cycling — the mmoeat of the flocks of sheep in towards the
mountain at summer and their cover within housed)aldring winter, or a double cycling — in
this case the winter was spent in the forest pastar from the feet of the forest (Giwe, N.,
1972, pp. 184-201, lordache, Gh., 1986, pp. 19viifgescu, C., 1996, p. 59).
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- the transhumant grazingaused by the need and desire of the ownerdl tinsie products, by
the high demand on the sale markets, the demanofrproduction, but also by the national
economic policy.

Although it covered a rather small area, the transince grazing was focused in a few
settlements:

— Bran area: \ddeni, Zrnesti, Tohanul Nou, BranSirnea, Fundata§imon, Moieciu, Migura,
Poarta;

— Sacele area: Baciu, TurcheCernat, Satulung, Zizin,aflungeni, Puréreni;

- Brasov area: Brgov (Scheii Braovului), Feldioara, Crizbav, Réov, Cristian, Vulcan,
Sanpetru, Prejmer, Codlea;

- Covasna-Breeu area: Covasna, Boel, Zibala.

- Vrancea Land: Vidra, Vrancioaia, Tulnici, Spjtie Barsati, Paulesti, Poiana, Nereju,
Negrilesti, Colacul, Valea &ii.

The origins of the transhumance are lost in timee Tirst documentary mentioning of the
shepherds dates back in the™ldentury, but these are very general. No diffeatioth of the
shepherds’ origin is mentioned, as the collocatldngureni” includes both the Romanian shepherds
and the German or Hungarian shepherds. It is cesapreanu, S. states it too, the disproof of the
Romanians’ nomad character hypothesis, based ortrdmshumance, which, as opposed to the
phenomenon specific to the migratory peoples, @casra phenomenon in a continuous geographic
unity, stable and blended with other economic #@tx Moreover, during the winter period, wives
and children stayed “at home”, taking care of tbedehold. During summer, the shepherds did not
leave the limits of the village boundaries unles&mergency, as they were working in agriculture.

The physical-geographic features (mountain-plaircling, open plateaus, the extended
presence of pastures) have enabled these displatepfethe shepherds with their flocks around the
Bretcu, Buzu or Vrancea Mountains. On the other hand, theilpges of the shepherds in the
neighbouring area represented by custom exemptidiigh availability to the market in Biav or in
the other neighbouring market towns have repredentee advantages for practicing transhumance.

Regarding the records of the animal humber, thetin will be presented distinctly for the
two “lands”, due to statistic type of reasons.

In the case of the settlements included withinLttied of Barsa, one can speak of their official
centralization, synthesized ihe Agricultural Census of 189%erformed only for the counties
belonging to Transylvania. According to the composiof an average number of sheep in a flock in
the investigated ATUs (Administrative-Territoriahlis), respectively 101,753 sheep at the regional
level, one could notice particular situations:

- high sheep concentration in the communes with alstqral traditions: Moieciu, Fundata,
Poiana Mrului, Poian, Brecu;

- low sheep percentage in urban areas, accountdy fthre fact that, although Byav (4.69%)
and Scele (4.16%) had a strong tradition in this occigmatthe industrial units occur and the
industrial profile of the two localities startstie delineated,;

— in the case of the localities in the outskirts obdBv, once significant grazing centres, the
number of sheep is very low; the development ofoiées and orientation of population
towards the secondary sector represents the cafishese changes (Cristian, Bod,
Dumbiavita).
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Figure 1. Number of sheep in the Land of Barsa (1895)
(Source: Agricultural Census of 1895)

The Land of Vrancea, which had another territoaidrinistrative planning, held a number of
51,602 sheep in 1927, a higher concentration wearded in the communes of Vrancioaia, Valea
Sarii, Birsesti, Vidra and Nistorgti, Negrilesti, Tulnici, with settlements locates at the junatiwith
the localities in the Bteu-Covasna area and at the contact with the mouokeiin.
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Figure 2. Number of sheep in the Land of Vrancea (1927)
(Source: Diaconu 1., 1930, p. 264)
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In terms of the folds number and their distributione can notice some groups: the people in
Bretcu had folds located in Great Swamp ofiiBrand Biragan, in Dobrudjea (20 folds), in Moldova
(7), in Basarabia (2 folds) and other 31 foldshia Yrancea Mountains; the people in Covasna had the
folds located predominantly in the Vrancea Mourdawvhile the people in&ele held 30 folds in
Basarabia, 30 folds in the south of the Walaeimd 4 in the Barsa Plain. Besides these, there were
folds where the flocks spent the winter near thHiagés (Opreanu, S., 1930, p. 24). In the Land of
Vrancea there were 68 folds (Diaconu, I., 193@264.).

In the context of the aggravation of the restrizsimn shepherds, of the issue of the Law on
regulation of rights and obligation of shepherdbjolv stipulated the compulsoriness of leaving the
Land once the period granted by the customs hadreskpsubsequently, the completion to the
Agricultural Law of 1864would be added. This law stipulated the decredisgazing surfaces and
the effects of the World War I. Thus, the transhnogagrazing would lose its significance. Many of
the animal breeders were forced to spend not didysummer, but the cold season as well, in the
Romanian Plain, Dobrudjea, or in the swamps of Diamube, to provide food for their animals.
Furthermore, as a result of these decisions, #restiumance shepherds preferred to come down in
Ardeal for the winter.

The extended plains and frequent mountain passes faxilitated the travelling of the
shepherds. Towards the end of th& £Bntury (1480-1482), the first legal roads wera tf Buzu
and that crossing the Bran pass. The connectithettikomanian Land was made through the “great
Walachian road” which started in By, crossed the Bran-Dragoslavele-Ruworridor, and followed
the Dambouia Valley, up to Campulung, where there was the sems¢éoms. From here, the road
continued towards Curtea de Asgw Pitati, up to Targowte.

Another road of the shepherds, in the east of tedlLof Barsa (the Covasna-Bre area),
crossed the Vrancea Mountains, at Soveja or Gtig@éhere there was a Romanian count), continuing
its itinerary through Fa@ni, Biila and Tecuci. From here, they forded the PruteRifthe Targu
Falciu ford, the mobile bridge in Oancea or the beidlg the Isac’s Ford) or followed another path and
spent the winter in the Tratuand the Siret Valleys. Another road of the tBoeand Covasna
inhabitants started in Ghiméalanca (north of Oituz), descended the Ty&ftalley to Ongti, where
it intersected the road descending to Poiafrats In case they spent the winter in Basarabia or in
Dobrudjea (demonstrated by the names of the platiesy crossed the fords of Reni (towards the
Basarabia) or the ford of Bfa-Macin (towards Dobrudjea). They stopped at the custofrGhima-
Palanca and Poiand@ir@ti. The Covasna inhabitants spent the summer in ¢éiéefeu Mountain, as
they had to pay the sheep tax on the Giurgiu Maarftaungarian count) and in Léfari (Romanian
count). They stopped during the winter in the R&min&irat and Buiu counties or in Transylvania
and in the Szecklers’ territory.

The inhabitants of #&ele and Bran spent the summer in theaBuand the Barsa Mountains,
as they were exempted from the presence of Hungatiatoms (not to forget the presence of these
mountains on the territory of the former Kingdompr a change, they were stopped at the Romanian
counts in Vama Buului, Bratocea, Predeal and Bran (Opreanu, S., 119326).

Dunire, N. (1973, pp. 215-216) identifies a few moenghumance roads:

— one of the first roads of the shepherds followedl Tkleajen Valley, after crossing the Cigica
and the Zgan Mountains, resting in the Macovei forest othi& woods of lalonta;

- the lalomia Valley was the path of another road, but thisetirthe starting point was
represented by the flocks coming from Bran aécefe area, from the Prahova Valley, as the
summer was spent in the woods at the boundarielagieni, Urziceni, Ciulnia, Gizanesti or
Slobozia localities.

- following the Teleajen Valley, the shepherds #it&e reached the Great Swamp ofiBror
the lalomia area.

The connections with Walachia o customs taxes aestrictions, were performed
clandestinely, using the paths on Ivan’s Valley Bedila Valley (inSirnea), the Fruntea Plaiului path
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(in Moieciu), the Tei and Fundul lui Bobei paths (in Fundata to maledbnnection to the localities
in the Muscel county or the Cu#sitara Fiarelor path which lead to the Dambavicounty
(Constantinescu-Mire#, C., 1976, p. 30).

Many shepherds used to spend the winter on the ey and its tributaries, respectively
on the Tarnave Rivers. The shepherdsidcefe met those in Breu and Covasna at Baraolt, passing
through Rupea, Homorod, and reaching the Trans@waRlain. The inhabitants of Boai headed
towards Miercurea Ciuc through the Olt Defile, gfieg the winter either near Targu Mgrer near
Gheorgheni (Popescu, C-tin, 1970, p. 311).

Besides the frequent stops of the flocks cominghftbe Land of Béarsa towards the Land of
Vrancea, the inhabitants of Vrancea also used ®ndphe summer in the mountains of the
neighbouring “Land”, by crossing four possible reathe Putna Valley to reach Macradeu, Novesile,
Condratul, Coza Mountains; theaddliului Valley to reach the Zboina and Giurgiu Muains; the
Narujei Valley to reach the Verde, Lowegdilasul and Upper-@balasul, as well as the #nnici
Mountains; the Zbala Valley for the sheep of Poianairija, Nerejul and Paltinul villages (Diaconu,
I, 1930, p. 262).
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Figure 3. The transhumance roads in the Land of Barsa arilériand of Vrancea
(adapted from Duire, N., 1972)

The migration axes of the sheep flocks in the dureaarea of the Eastern Carpathians
illustrate the identification of a grazing spaceyly polarized by a few centres; the physical-
geographical factors (position, presence of the ntains, with wide plateaus, of the pastures
extension, but also the presence of mountain pasdémed the favourable framework for the
extensively breeding of sheep. One can notice,henone hand, a growing intensity of the flocks’
cycling from the Land of Barsa towards the Landvefincea, and on the other hand, a high extra-
regional grazing polarizing phenomenon, reflected the local economy of the study area.
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The intense relationships between the two regiena eesult of the shepherds’ cycling will
have a significant impact upon the local econornifie, lillustrated at the level of the following
components:

— as a result of transhumance practice, some shephere: settled down in the places where
they spent the winter, thus contributing to the alegment of settlements, for example the
occurrence of th8irsesti locality is directly conditioned by the establishrhef the shepherds
from Béarsa;

- the presence of “Tzurcana” (long and rough wodlgigaie” (white, short and soft wool) or
“Spanca” (delicate wool) breeds, existing in the megions has led to the development of a
powerful homemade industry (rough homespun, cldthgjtional clothing) in centres such as
Sacele, Arnesti or Covasna (where there were dedicated facfpries

- the privileges granted to the shepherds in Barsh\émncea and the outline of some sale
markets for their products have resulted in theettigpment of trade exchanges;

— in order to protect their own interests, the sheghiseldom kept each another company, thus
constituting forms of association for the surveyhaf flocks (Opreanu, S., 1930, p. 22);

— transhumance represented the optimum frameworth&development of social relationships,
both between the localities composing the regiang, within and outside these regions: “In
the Ramnicu &at Plain, towards the paths of Buzand Siret, the shepherds from Bérsa,
Fagaras, Saliste, Sighgoara, Covasna and Beet came to spend the winter” (Murgescu, C.,
1996, p. 91);

- the cyclical grazing has represented a “place” @serving the old customs and popular
beliefs. The “Land” fairs, respectively “Nedeia” rgefamous, as people gathered from the
elders to children, in order to celebrate and diaeigbut also to trade products.

PRESENT FUNCTIONAL “MIGRATIONS” OF GRAZING IN THE L AND OF
BARSA AND IN THE LAND OF VRANCEA

The approach of such a topic as grazing, which trigem obsolete and peculiar to old times
long gone, demonstrates that a large-scale saistgmmunity does not live only by its present, and
the image of present and future are directly depenaf the past. Nowadays, grazing is subjected to
decline process, but it still represents one of ghtes to relaunch the Romanian agriculture, and
regeneration viable solutions are needed.

Starting from the extensive sheep-breeding spetfithe cyclical grazing, the transition was
made, over time, towards the practice of intenaveé sedentary sheep breeding.

Paying attention to the dynamics of the numberhafep and goats in the two regions, by
comparing the years 1990 and 2003, the followirguiees could be emphasized:

— one could notice the general trend of decreasénennumber of settlements having large
numbers of sheep and goats. The only administratives that present high values are the
communes of Bran and Moieciu. This might be ex@dirby the occurrence of some
associative agricultural forms, by maintaining theerest of the owners in animal breeding
and by practicing grazing to a larger extent. Oa tther hand, one of the obstacles of
perpetuating this traditional economic activityépresented by the lack of passage corridors,
followed by high taxes paid by the shepherd in eamhmune. In this context, the increasing
percentage of abandoned folds caused by their fiisieecy must be mentioned.

— high values of the sheep and goat numbers weretanada during the two reference years in
the communes of Bteu, Zagon and in the town of Covasna, but alsoastrof the Vrancea
localities. This fact is explained by the ancestradlition of grazing and by the existence of a
vast mountainous territory.

— from diachronic perspective, one can notice a @serén the sheep number from the mountain
towards the plain territories. The dependence ervégetation cover (pastures and hays, also
affected by geomorphologic risk phenomena and leygrazing) is an important factor.
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— the administrative-territorial units whose valuenigl represent units which, at that time (1990
or 2003), did not benefit by a superior statute thesse were settlements included in the
neighbouring communes.
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Figure 4. Number of sheep and goats in the Land of Barsaratite Land of Vrancea (1990)
(Source: map created by Myam, Al.)
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(Source: map created by Myam, Al.)
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The wool output, rendered for the same years tilitess the following aspects:

— the wool productions have decreased in 2003, ifef@r to the beginning of the '90s, closely
connected to the slow decrease in animal numbethendool processing centres;

- while in 1990, the urban settlements could stik§tcabout a consistent wool output, in 2003,
the only town with higher wool outputs was Covasna;

— the type of fodders or the decrease in grazingasas, the sale market of the animal products
and the opening of the export market for variousdfproducts (milk and meat) represent
essential factors to be considered in relaunchiagigg.
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Figure 6. Wool production in the Land of Barsa and in the d.arfi Vrancea (1990)
(Source: map created by Myam, Al.)
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Figure 7. Wool production in the Land of Barsa and in the d.arfi Vrancea (2003)
(Source: map created by Myam, Al.)
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The first decades of the 2Tentury focus on a few functional issues, moréess durable,
directed influenced by the grazing activity:

— sheep and goat-breeding represents an economiityaptiacticed to a large extent in the
households of the population, for the provisiothafir own products. In the context of the
increase in internal sheep meat consumption peitagaji is necessary to form
exploitations or associations to supply the intatig of the two regions with such
products;

— the old manufactures were replaced by craftsmemsehhandicraft products could
become the image of the regions in the curvatutheoCarpathians;

— found directly in the markets and fairs or in dedéd shops, the autochthonous food
products are not truly valued yet (sweet ewe-chdesmented ewe-cheese, round cheese,
vat cheese, whey, sweet whey-cheese or salted elfemse); their certification as
ecological traditional products may confer the oegihe development of a powerful local
market;

- in Miorita native space, there are a few customs and tmaslitivhich lasted in time,
dependent on the grazing life cycle. In spring,rehis “Boteitul Oilor”, practiced in
Negrilesti, Valea Srii and Paltin. Once the calendar starts, in Oatdhere is another
custom called “The Fire of Sumedru”, a traditiosaktom developed on the border of
Moieciu. By this custom, the shepherds and flodles kaeing purified. Two of the most
famous fests related to grazing are “Scatterin@lodep” in Bran, developed during the
National Cheese and Pastrami Festival, in Septemilmeording to the tradition, the best
animal breeder and the best shepherd are choserthibufestival represents also an
opportunity to sell cheese products. Another fanfeasval is the Folklore Festival called
“At the edge of the fir-tree” in Nereju, organizéd September-October, as well. The
"Sintilie" [Saint Elijah] festival and “Nedeile” ¢ebrate the God of Sun and Fire, and
these are organized ickle and Covasna.

The place of the old
privileges given to shepherds a long
time ago is now taken by the
possibility of acceding the benefits
as European Union member country,
by the creation of viable grazing
associations and agricultural
exploitation associations, by the
ecological labelling of some
products or by the elaboration of
some trade market policies on the
internal and external market.

A good example,
successfully implemented at county
and regional level, is represented by
the project LIFEOSNAT/RO/000170
“Enhancing the protection system of

Figure & Fold in Negrilati large carnivores in Vrancea County”,
(Photo: Murean, Al., 2009) financed by the European Union
through the program LIFE Ill, with
the purpose to repopulated and preserve largevoaes (Jrsus arctos, Canis lupusndLynx lynx in
the ecosystems of Vrancea county, supplemented hby initiatives of another project LIFE
(LIFEO2/NAT/RO/8576), In situ protection of large carnivores in Vrancea Countg@ordinated by
Vrancea Environmental Protection Agency. In oraepitotect the flocks of sheep and the folds from
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the attack of large carnivores, electric Gallagieeices were built on the pastures near Bfirsand
Negrilesti communes.

CONCLUSIONS

The Land of Barsa and the Land of Vrancea aretdeigs that have fully benefited by the
advantage offered by location, physical-geograpracal economic-social features, historic context,
and represented two of the regions where cyclicakigg was materialized and acknowledged.
Nowadays, it is limited to a sedentary grazing,ated around the households, in most of the
administrative units in the depression area, betettare also isolated phenomena of relaunching this
activity. By the cooperation between authoritiesl dncal communities, the identification of best
solutions in preserving grazing activity is possjbh a form that respects both European products
quality standards, and the maintenance of a laedling cycle.
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